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Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a sin to kill a
mockingbird.' A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird of
Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man charged with the rape of a white girl. Through
the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour
the Irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the thirties.
The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and gpocﬂ$/B ricked by
the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But the weight of history will only tolerate
so much. To Kill a Mockingbird is a coming-of-age story, an anti-racist novel, a
historical drama of the Great Depression and a sublime example of the Southern
writing tradition. (20030909)
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"Inour court, when it's a white man's against a black man's, the white man always
wins. They're ugly, but those are the facts of life. " — "To Kill a Mockingbird. P.S: Harper
lL]cee has done an excellent job bringing this 1930s (Maycomb) Alabama childhood to
ife
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" "Mockingbirds don’” tdo one thing but make music for us to enjoy. They don” teat
up people” sgardens,don’ tnestin corncribs, they don” tdo onethingbutsing
their hearts out forus. That” swhyit’ sasin tokilla mockingbird.” "
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don't know if it was the music playing on my mac that got me, or the words here in the
book, but it was really a wonderful read, the best of this year perhaﬁs. itis witty, lovely
and kind, tellin%in the simplest yet most marvellous way who we should be, what we
should do, and how we should live before we die.

before we can live with other folks, we” ve got to live with ourselves. The one thing
that doesn’ tabide our ma%ority ruleis a person’ s conscience. Real courage is,
instead of getting the idea that courage is a man with a gun in his hand. It" s when you
know youh’ re licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no
matter what.
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