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This book is based on the results of research in language typology, and motivated by
the need for a theory to explain them. Croft proposes intimate links between syntactic
and semantic structures, and argues that the basic elements of any language are not
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syntactic but rather syntactic-semantic "Gestalts." He puts forward a new approach to
syntactic representation and a new model of how language and languages work.

作者介绍: 

William Croft (born November 13, 1956) is a professor of linguistics at the University of
New Mexico, United States. From 1994 to 2005 he was successively research fellow,
lecturer, reader and professor in Linguistics at the University of Manchester, UK.

He is inventor of and advocate for radical construction grammar, which among other
things uses box-diagrams to compare and contrast the grammatical features of
different natural languages.He is considered an influential scholar in the fields of
functional and cognitive linguistics.
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