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Augustine of Hippo is history's best-known Christian convert. The very concept of
conversio owes its dissemination to Augustine's Confessions, and yet, as Jason
BeDuhn notes, conversion in Augustine is not the sudden, dramatic, and complete
transformation of self we likely remember it to be. Rather, in the Confessions Augustine
depicts conversion as a lifelong process, a series of self-discoveries and
self-departures. The tale of Augustine is one of conversion, apostasy, and conversion
again. In this first volume of Augustine's Manichaean Dilemma, BeDuhn reconstructs
Augustine's decade-long adherence to Manichaeism, apostasy from it, and subsequent
conversion to Nicene Christianity. Based on his own testimony and contemporaneous
sources from and about Manichaeism, the book situates many features of Augustine's
young adulthood within his commitment to the sect, while pointing out ways he failed
to understand or put into practice key parts of the Manichaean system. It explores
Augustine's dissatisfaction with the practice-oriented faith promoted by the
Manichaean leader Faustus and the circumstances of heightened intolerance,
anti-Manichaean legislation, and pressures for social conformity surrounding his
apostasy. Seeking a historically circumscribed account of Augustine's subsequent
conversion to Nicene Christianity, BeDuhn challenges entrenched conceptions of
conversion derived in part from Augustine's later idealized account of his own spiritual
development. He closely examines Augustine's evolving self-presentation in the year
before and following his baptism and argues that the new identity to which he
committed himself bore few of the hallmarks of the orthodoxy with which he is
historically identified. Both a historical study of the specific case of Augustine and a
theoretical reconsideration of the conditions under which conversion occurs, this book
explores the role religion has in providing the materials and tools through which
self-formation and reformation occurs.
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评论

以奥古斯丁的“摩尼自我”向“正教自我”的转化为核心，细致分析了一位哲学爱好者
如何被引入二元论，又在十年后毅然脱离，并且用此后余生与二元论作战的可歌可泣的
血泪史（大误……第二卷看了个开头，思路基本一致，有空补完。
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