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As one of the most prestigious high schools in the nation, St. Paul's School in Concord,
New Hampshire, has long been the exclusive domain of America's wealthiest sons. But
times have changed. Today, a new elite of boys and girls is being molded at St. Paul's,
one that reflects the hope of openness but also the persistence of inequality. In
"Privilege”, Shamus Khan returns to his alma matertotprovide aninside look at an
institution that has been the private realm of the elite for the past 150 years. He shows
that St. Paul's students continue to learn what they always have - how to embody

rivilege. Yet, while students once leveraged the trappings of upper-class entitlement,
amily connections, and high culture, current St. Paul's students learn to succeed in a
more diverse environment. To be the future leaders of a more democratic world, they
must be at ease with even/thin% from highbrow art to everyday life - from Beowulf to
Jaws - and view hierarchies as [adders to scale. Through deft portrayals of the
relationships among students, faculty, and staff, Khan shows how members of the new
elite I‘ace the opening of society while still preserving the advantages that allow them
torule.
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Given what I am experiencing is how those underprivileged students are trained in the
same way, sometimes | just can't help interrupting what they are encountering and
really fee*sorry for almost nothing can I do to comfort them when they experience
those upset moments. | don't know how to treat them who has illusions about the
great future.
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key concept - corporeal ease; weakness - never a good idea to drop a theoretical term
w/o elaboration, could explore class in a more powerful way, over-generalization in
gender/performance chapter
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by becoming more democratic the elite have undercut the power of the weak within
our nation,
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Privilege: The Making of an Adolescent Elite at St. Paul's School Shamus Rahman Khan,
Princeton Un|ver5|ty Press. January 2011
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