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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is the most powerful regulatory agency in the
world. How did the FDA become so influential? And how exactly does it wield its
extraordinary power? "Reputation and Power" traces the history of FDA regulation of
pharmaceuticals, revealing how the agency's organizational reputation has been the
primary source of its power, yet also one of its ultimate constraints. Daniel Carpenter
describes how the FDA cultivated a reputation for competence and vigilance
throughout the last century, and how this organizational image has enabled the
agency to regulate an industry as powerful as American pharmaceuticals while
resisting efforts to curb its own authority. Carpenter explains how the FDA's reputation
and power have played out among committees in Congress, and with drug companies,
advocacy groups, the media, research hospitals and universities, and governments in
Europe and India. He shows how FDA regulatory power has influenced the way that
business, medicine, and science are conducted in the United States and worldwide.
Along the way, Carpenter offers new insights into the therapeutic revolution of the
1940s and 1950s; the 1980s AIDS crisis; the advent of oral contraceptives and cancer
chemotherapy; the rise of antiregulatory conservatism; and the FDA's waning influence
in drug regulation today. "Reputation and Power" demonstrates how reputation
shapes the power and behavior of government agencies, and sheds new light on how
that power is used and contested.
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Carpenter大神对于Reputation-Bureaucratic
Autonomy理论的更深度个案研究（FDA）,其理论层面的简要概括可见其Reputation
and Public Administration
(2012）一文。不过自己一直思考的一个问题是，bureaucratic
autonomy理论究竟如何运用于中国官僚制的分析？——因为Carpenter分析的其实主要
是autonomy from elected politician，换到中国语境下, autonomy from whom？
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