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"Jarvious Cotton's great-great-grandfather could not vote as a slave. His
great-grandfather was beaten to death by the Klu Klux Klan for attempting to vote. His
grandfather was prevented from voting by Klan intimidation; his father was barred by
poll taxes and literacy tests. Today, Cotton cannot vote because he, like many black
men in the United States, has been labeled a felon and is currently on parole."

As the United States celebrates the nation's "triumph over race" with the election of
Barack Obama, the majority of young black men in major American cities are locked
behind bars or have been labeled felons for life. Although Jim Crow laws have been
wiped off the books, an astounding percentage of the African American community
remains trapped in a subordinate status--much like their grandparents before them. In
this incisive critique, former litigator-turned-legal-scholar Michelle Alexander
provocatively argues that we have not ended racial caste in America: we have simply
redesigned it. Alexander shows that, by targeting black men and decimating
communities of color, the U.S. criminal justice system functions as a contemporary
system of racial control, even as it formally adheres to the principle of color blindness.
The New Jim Crow challenges the civil rights community--and all of us--to place mass
incarceration at the forefront of a new movement for racial justice in America.

作者介绍: 

A longtime civil rights advocate and litigator, Michelle Alexander won a 2005 Soros
Justice Fellowship and now holds a joint appointment at the Moritz College of Law and
the Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity at Ohio State University.
Alexander served for several years as the director of the Racial Justice Project at the
ACLU of Northern California, which spearheaded the national campaign against racial
profiling. At the beginning of her career she served as a law clerk on the United States
Supreme Court for Justice Harry Blackmun. She lives outside Columbus, Ohio.
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评论

what if i say the author has persecutory delusion disorder?The logic of social science
equals crap. Don't "analyze". That will paralyze your evolution. Know better than to
make delusional conjectures and hysterical accusations without doing anything
substantial...#the problem of social science#...
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书评

路上读书解读：
书中讨论的情况情况会让我们不由得想起一个概念，那就是“二等公民”。非裔美国人
正在遭受着制度性的压迫，而他们现在的遭遇与奴隶制时代，以及“吉姆·克劳法”时
期非裔美国人的遭遇都非常相似。而且，我们还应该注意到，当这两种体系崩塌之后，
社会虽然迎来了...  
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