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The humorous and intricately designed Lewis Chessmen were discovered in 1831, one
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of the most significant archaeological discoveries ever made in Scotland. To preserve
the hoard as intactly as possible in a public collection, the majority of the pieces were
acquired by the British Museum where they are on permanent display. National
Museums Scotland holds 11 pieces, again on permanent display. An exhibition of 30
pieces will tour Scotland from May 2010 to June 2011. This is the book produced to
accompany the exhibition; it also stands alone. It looks at the myster%and intrigue
surrounding the chessmen and their discovery, and shows how the characters
reflected society at the time they were made.
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