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No study in the philosophy of science created such controversy in the seventies as Paul
Feyerabend s Against Method. In this work, Feyerabend reviews that controversy, and
extends his critique beyond the problem of scientific rules and methods, to the social
function and direction of science today. In the first part of the book, he launches a
sustained and irreverent attack on the prestige of science in the West. The lofty
authority of the expert claimed by scientists is, he argues, incompatible with any
genuine democracy, and often merely serves to conceal entrenched prejudices and
divided opinions with the scientific community itself. Feyerabend insists that these can
and should be subjected to the arbitration of the lay population, whose closes
interests they constantly affect as struggles over atomic energy programs so powerfully
attest. Calling for far greater diversity in the content of education to facilitate
democratic decisions over such issues, Feyerabend recounts the origin and
development of his own ideas successively engaged by Brecht, Ehrenhaft, Popper, Mill
and Lakatos in a spirited intellectual self-portrait. Science in a Free Society is a striking
intervention into one of the most topical debates in contemporary culture and politics.

作者介绍: 

保罗·费耶阿本德（1924-），蜚声当代英美科学哲学界的一位批判家。他向逻辑实证
主义和批判理性主义的方法论提出了挑战，并由历史主义哲学中的相对主义走向认识论
的无政府主义和方未能论的多元主义。
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大半是 Against Method 主張的深化，但未見新意。有澄清許多疑點就是，仍可參
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书评

一 政治 在第160页的脚注中，费耶阿本德写道：
“读者不要因我经常赞扬左派政治家而误解，因为你显然误解了。我赞扬他们不是因为
他们是左派，而是因为他们既是政治家又是思想家、既是行动者又是理论家，因为他们
关于这个世界的经验使他们的哲学既现实又灵活。右派或中间派中...  
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