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Is it always true that decentralization reforms put more power in the hands of
governors and mayors? In post-developmental Latin America, the surprising answer to
this question is no. In fact, a variety of outcomes are possible, depending largely on
who initiates the reforms, how they are initiated, and in what order they are
introduced. Tulia G. Falleti draws on extensive fieldwork, in-depth interviews, archival
records, and quantitative data to explain the trajectories of decentralization processes
and their markedly different outcomes in Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, and Mexico. In
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her analysis, she develops a sequential theory and method that are successful in
explaining this counterintuitive result. Her research contributes to the literature on
path dependence and institutional evolution and will be of interest to scholars of
decentralization, federalism, subnational politics, intergovernmental relations, and
Latin American politics.
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路径依赖和制度变迁基础的sequential
model，不同层次主导的reform决定了它的类型，三种decentralization的先后顺序决定
了最后的效果，但origin仍然是最大影响，制度会自我加强并导致互动力量的变化。
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