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Architectural form reconsidered in light of a unitary conception of architecture and the
city.
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In The Possibility of an Absolute Architecture, Pier Vittorio Aureli proposes that a
sharpened formal consciousness in architecture is a precondition for political, cultural,
and social engagement with the city. Aureli uses the term absolute not in the
conventional sense of "pure," but to denote something that is resolutely itself after
being separated from its other. In the pursuit of the possibility of an absolute
architecture, the other is the space of the city, its extensive organization, and its
government. Politics is agonism through separation and confrontation; the very
condition of architectural form is to separate and be separated. Through its act of
separation and being separated, architecture reveals at once the essence of the city
and the essence of itself as political form: the city as the composition of (separate)
parts. Aureli revisits the work of four architects whose projects were advanced through
the making of architectural form but whose concern was the city at large: Andrea
Palladio, Giovanni Battista Piranesi, Etienne Louis-Boullée, and Oswald Mathias
Ungers. The work of these architects, Aureli argues, addressed the transformations of
the modern city and its urban implications through the elaboration of specific and
strate%ic architectural forms. Their projects for the city do not take the form of an
overall plan but are expressed as an "archipelago” of site-specific interventions.
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last summer missed Aureli at gsapp.
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Aureliis not what I imagined to be determined and definite about types. for ADR
typology, recommended by Abe. like the drawings a lot thou.
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Architecture interventions with the city. read this with 'The architecture of the city' by
Aldo Rossi ... read ING

A historical overview of “autonomy of architecture” / “projects of the city” , and
covers the topics after Collage City (1978), Delirious New York (1978), Bigness (1995),
and some others. It views fragmentation of the contemporary built- environment from
a different perspective.
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The idea of differentiating URBANIZATION and CITY, and re-constructing the
knowledge of architecture and city is - as Peter Eisenman put - radical and provocative,
also ambitious. But I'm not convinced by the following historical digging and
re-articulating...
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