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Compressing a century of complex history into one short but taut narrative, Buruma
traces the remarkable metamorphosis that transformed an isolated island shogunate
into an exPamsive military empire and then into a pacified and prosperous democracy.
Predictably enough, Buruma begins with the oft-told story of Commodore Perry's 1853
naval mission to open Japan to American traders. But he invests this event with a new
and darker meaning as he relates how this pivotal visit helped catalyze a firestorm of
civil war, toppling the shogunate and ushering in the Meiji Restoration. The architects
of that restoration Buruma depicts as tragically myopic, their nationalistic and religious
authoritarianism dooming democracy to stillbirth and converting commercial wealth
into imPerial armaments. Just as impressive as Buruma's probing account of this
cultural tragedy is his lucid analysis of Douglas MacArthur's remarkable--but finally
flawed--achievement in guiding Japan toward the exemplary democracy that
showcased its astonishing development in the 1964 Olympics, which Buruma takes as
his end point. An excellent introductory study, complete with a helpful bibliography for
those seeking more rigorous analyses. Bryce Christensen
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TEENA:

lan Buruma studied and worked in Japan for many years. He is the author of Bad
Flements, The Missionary and the Libertine, Anglomania, A Japan Mirror, God's Dust,
The Wages of Guilt, and Playing the Game. He lives in London.
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