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Making extensive use of Chinese, Japanese, Manchu, and Western sources, the author
adopts a historical multifaceted approach to explore the various forces geography,
economics, frontier contacts, political and social institutions; language, literature and
art; religion and Confucianism that made possible the Manchu adoption of Chinese
ways of life.
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作者也承认满汉之间的影响是双向的，不是单向的。但作者强调自己只研究“汉化的方
面”，这一过程从努尔哈赤同明军作战开始，直到乾隆时达到顶峰，并一直延续到清亡
以后。不过，后来作者又将新清史的观点逐一批判，有点突兀。
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