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This hugely influential work marked a turning point in US history and culture, arguing
that the nation's expansion into the Great West was directly linked to its unique spirit: a
rugged individualism forged at the juncture between civilization and wilderness, which
- for better or worse - lies at the heart of American identity today. Throughout history,
some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see ourselves
- and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have
enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives - and
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destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers,
radicals and visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we
are.
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边疆，是野蛮和文明的交汇点。 ——题记
美国历史很大程度上是对于大西部的扩殖史。
美国社会制度的独特之处在于，它们一直要适应人口膨胀带来的变化，这些变化是在移
民穿越大陆，改造旷野，让边疆由原始的经济政治状态向复杂城市生活的蜕变进程中发
生的。卡...  
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