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As the founder of Islam Muhammad is one of the most influential figures in history. The
furor surrounding the Satanic Verses and the Danish cartoon crisis reminded the world
of the tremendous importance of the prophet of Islam, Muhammad. Learning about
his life and understanding its importance, however, has always proven difficult. Our
knowledge of Muhammad comes from the biography of him written by his followers,
but Western historians have questioned the reliability of this story in their quest to
uncover the 'historical Muhammad'. As modern controversies have shown, whatever
the truth about Muhammad's life, his persona has taken on numerous shapes and
played a crucial role in Muslim life and civilization. This Very Short Introduction
provides an introduction to the major aspects of Muhammad's life and its importance,
providing both the Muslim and Western historical perspectives. It also explains the
prominent roles that Muhammad's persona has played in the Islamic world, from the
medieval to the modern period.
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傳記

伊斯兰

评论

打着两条辫子，画眼影，手上的戒指写着：上帝的使者穆罕默德。这就是先知！

-----------------------------
三个部分：穆斯林经典叙事中的穆罕默德；现代批判历史学对这种叙事的研究和反思；
现代语境下对穆罕默德身份的重构。主要的点都讲到了并且讲的很清楚，但是第一部分
的比重实在太大，都让我怀疑作者是不是穆斯林了，我还是更期待这书里有更多分析和
学术史的内容，像关于圣经的那几本Very Short Introduction那样。

-----------------------------
sunday school material + scholarly analysis

-----------------------------
Voltaire wrote about the science of history, 'We can believe people in what they say
about themselves if it is to their disadvantage.' This provides a central rule for modern
historians: if a report contains something that makes its author or their side in a
dispute look bad, it is probably true, why would they made it up?--P80
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