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As the founder of Islam Muhammad is one of the most influential figures in history. The
furor surrounding the Satanic Verses and the Danish cartoon crisis reminded the world
of the tremendous importance of the prophet of Islam, Muhammad. Learning about
his life and understanding its importance, however, has always proven difficult. Our
knowledge of Muhammad comes from the biography of him written by his followers,
but Western historians have questioned the reliability of this story in their quest to
uncover the 'historical Muhammad'. As modern controversies have shown, whatever
the truth about Muhammad's life, his persona has taken on numerous shapes and
played a crucial role in Muslim life and civilization. This Very Short Introduction
provides an introduction to the major aspects of Muhammad's life and its importance,
providing both the Muslim and Western historical perspectives. It also explains the
prominent roles that Muhammad's persona has played in the Islamic world, from the
medieval to the modern period.
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H3x: Preface

1: The Life of the Messenger of God
2: Shaping Muhammad in History

3: Muhammad in Islamic Civilization
Further Reading
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Voltaire wrote about the science of history, 'We can believe people in what they sa
about themselves if it is to their disadvantage.' This provides a central rule for modern
historians: if a reADort contains something that makes its author or their sidein a
dispute look baq, it is probably true, why would they made it up?--P80
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