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Born as a vehicle for national propaganda, the art biennial today has become an
outsize phenomenon mobilizing not only artists, curators and gallerists but sponsors,
celebrities and politicians, commanding huge press attention and deciding the careers
of artists worldwide. For a city to host a biennial today has colossal ramifications. This
anthology on the art biennial gathers previously published seminal texts from around
the world alongside commissioned contributions from the leading scholars, curators,
critics and thinkers today--among them Carlos Basualdo, Daniel Buren, John Clark,
Okwui Enwezor, Bruce Ferguson, Milena Hoegsberg, Ranjit Hoskote, Caroline A. Jones,
Jakouba Konate, Gerardo Mosquera and Rafal Niemojewski. Tracing the genealogy of
the standard exhibition format--including biennials but also other recurrent exhibitions
such as triennials and quadrennials--and examining some of the most famous
examples of the twentieth and twenty-first century, from the Venice Biennale to the
Johannesburg Biennial and the Havana Bienal to Documenta and the Asian biennials,
this reader explores the artistic, theoretical, political and other ambitions of such
large-scale exhibition projects. It is certain to be a vital resource for scholars, students,
curators, artists and critics alike.
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