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KaBOOM! is the powerful, uplifting journey of a man who grew up in a group home with
his seven brothers and sisters and went on to build a world-class nonprofit that
harnesses the power of community to improve the lives of children.

In 1995, Darell Hammond read an article in the Washington Post about an unthinkable
tragedy: Two young children suffocated in a car on a hot summer day in southeast
Washington, DC. The story indicated that the children had nowhere to play; in the
absence of a playground, they had climbed into an abandoned car. Reading the article
fueled Hammond™ s sense of injustice, and his life” s mission came into focus.
Hammond founded KaBOOM!, a national nonprofit that provides communities with
tools, resources, and guidance to build and renovate playgrounds and playspaces.

In some of the toughest and poorest neighborhoods in North America, 2,000 barren
spaces have been transformed by KaBOOM! and more than a million volunteers and
community members into kid-designed, fun, and imaginative places to play. Thisis the
story of a man with a vision, a man who believes that play is the best natural resource
in a creative economy and that kids need more of it. Play is not a luxury but a necessity
for their lives. Through hard work, commitment, and the conviction that access to a
safe play environment is the fundamental right of all children, Hammond built an
organization that has touched the lives of countless children and families.

Hammond’ s story demonstrates how one idealist can change the world and how

small, civic-minded steps create a ripple effect that can transform communities and
eventually the world at large.
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DARELL HAMMOND is the founder and CEO of KaBOOM!, an innovative nonprofit based
in

V\/alskhmgton, DC, that is saving play by ensuring there is a great place to play within
walking

distance of every child in America. Founded out of Hammond® s apartmentin 1996,
KaBOOM!

has raised $200 million, rallied a million volunteers, led the hands-on construction of

2,000 playgrounds, and inspired a movement for the child” s right to play. Darell and
his wife, Kate,

reside in Washington, DC.
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ABCD = Asset Based Community Development. BJ LU EIRZ#75, Internet
Communitytl@XiF, HELgiEZsS5
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