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Immanuel Wallerstein's highly influential, multi-volume opus, "The Modern
World-System", is one of this century's greatest works of social science. An innovative,
panoramic reinterpretation of global history, it traces the emergence and development
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of the modern world from the sixteenth to the twentieth century.
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Wallerstein first became interested in world affairs as a teenager in New York City, and
was particularly interested in the anti-colonial movement in India at the time. He
attended Columbia University, where he received a B.A. in 1951, an M.A.in 1954 and a
Ph.D. degree in 1959, and subsequently taught until 1971, when he became professor
of sociology at McGill University. As of 1976, he served as distinguished professor of
sociology at Binghamton University (SUNY) until his retirementin 1999, and as head of
the Fernand Braudel Center for the Study of Economies, Historical Systems and
Civilizations until 2005. Wallerstein held several positions as visiting professor at
universities worldwide, was awarded multiple honorary degrees, intermittently served
as Directeur d’ études associé at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in
Paris, and was president of the International Sociological Association between 1994
and 1998. During the 1990s, he chaired the Gulbenkian Commission on the
Restructuring of the Social Sciences. The object of the commission was to indicate a
direction for social scientific inquiry for the next 50 years. In 2000 he joined the Yale
Sociology department as Senior Research Scholar.1n 2003 he received the Career of
Distinguished Scholarship Award from the American Sociological Association.
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Seminal work, but a lot of inconsistencies. E5=N&E 488 ~E® [EEZH]
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In his seminal works on capitalist world-system, Emmanuel Wallerstein made several
major contributions/revisions to theories of capitalism. First, he re-defined the
geoFraphy of capitalism, arguing that capitalism can only fully emerge in a
world-system eco...
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