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"You know as well as you sit there that you'd put a pistol-ball into your brain if you had
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written my books!"

Exemplifying Henry James's famous belief that "Art makes life," The Lesson of the
Master is a plercing study of the life that art makes. When the tale's protagonist—a
%ifted young writer—meets and befriends a famous author he has longidolized, he is

oth repelled by and attracted to the artist's great secret: the emotional costs of a life
dedicated to art.

With extraordinary psychological insight and devastating wit, the novella asks the
question of whether art is, ultimately, demeaning or ennobling for the artist, while
capturing the ambiguities of a life devoted to art, and the choices artists must make.
The expatriate James knew these choice well by the time he published the novella in
the Universal Review in 1888, and the work reveals him at the height of his powers.

The Art of The Novella Series

Too short to be a novel, too Iong to be a short story, the novella is generally
unrecognized by academics and publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and
practiced by literature's greatest writers. In the Art Of The Novella series, Melville House

celebrates this renegade art form and its practitioners with titles that are, in many
instances, presented in book form for the first time.
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FPaul: BEHIEZ A LR, AIULEAERVEL, BIR. 7. SBEE0IIER
BafHTAET BAIBN T, PaulZS RIS, EEINAXE BME, BIEGHIEERR
EIERE R A ATEZAMGIHEERBE — 5t —187 XMV IUNFBEE 7 — 2R
XABIIZFE . WML HBVET, BOzickBViEl, GIIFERZ “neverto look
toward the admirable and dazzling end... but instead to seek to be young while young,
primitive while primitive, ungainly when ungainly”
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