The Hour of the Star

The Hour of the Star FEIBERE]

E & Clarice Lispector
H R :New Directions
HARBEY8):2011-11-9
M- Paperback

isbn:9780811219495

The Hour of the Star, Clarice Lispector’ s consummate final novel, may well be her
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masterpiece. Narrated by the cosmopolitan Rodrigo S.M., this brief, strange, and
haunting tale is the story of Macabéa, one of life” s unfortunates. Living in the slums of
Rio and eking out a poor living as a typist, Macabea loves movies, Coca-Cola, and her
rat of a boyfriend; she would like to be like Marilyn Monroe, but she is ugly, underfed,
sickly, and unloved. Rodri%o recoils from her wretchedness, and yet he cannot avoid
the realization that for all her outward misery, Macabéa is inwardly free. She doesn™ t
seem to know how unhappy she should be. As Macabéa heads toward her absurd
death, Lispector employs her pathetic heroine against her urbane, empty
narrator—edge of despair to edge of despair—and, working them like a pair of scissors,
she cuts away the reader’ s preconceived notions about poverty, identity, love, and
the art of fiction. In her last book she takes readers close to the true mystery of life and
leaves us deep in Lispector territory indeed.

BB

Clarice Lispector (1925-1977), the author of such works as Near to the Wild Heart, The
Hour of the Star, and The Passion According to G. H., is the internationally acclaimed
novelist and short-story writer from Brazil and the subject of Benjamin Moser s
magisterial biography Why This World.

Series editor Benjamin Moser, who contributes afterwords for all four of these new
translations, is the author of Why This World: A Biography of Clarice Lispector, due out
in paperback from Oxford University Press in May 2012. He also just completed a new
translation of Lispector’ s The Hour of the Star.

The Irish author Colm T6ibin” s most recent novel, the bestselling Brooklyn, won the
2010 Costa Fiction Award.
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Extremely beautiful language and very vague and not so interesting plot. A diary with
the camouflage of story telling.

'...someone who has words at his disposal but who feels that words, in all their
uncertainty and shiftiness, will dispose of him.’
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don't forget for now it is...



My favorite novella of the year!ll YES. Everything starts and ends with a "yes".
(Explosion)
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lispectorlmZFII—2, the most empathetic clarice, Still the death, the vomiting,
the bodiliness, 1B2#fE R, could have ended a little bit earlier- “you accept
anything because you ‘ve kissed the wall.”

SAET XX HImobiff! EE. #@F: Evenasa child he had been a lonely
creature who found it difficult to breathe in space. The man from the backwoods s,
above all, patient. | find it easy to forgive him.
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" d met someone just like Macabéa in real life - incompetent, aimless, hollow and
rootless. The encounterance is always awful and I’ m always on the verge of losing
pahﬁ?Cﬁandfeehngguﬂn/aﬁenNar s. Nevertheless, these ~ “guilt’” apparently
weignts
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Pois que dedico esta coisa al ao antigo Schumann e sua doce Clara que sdo hoje
05505, ai de nés. Dedico-me a cor rubra muito escarlate como 0 meu sangue de
homem em plena idade e portanto dedico-me a meu sangue. Dedico-me sobretudo
aos gnomos, anoe...
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