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In this work, after a careful scientific investigation of the Hinayana Schools of
Buddhism and their texts, particularly through the determination of a Vinaya text
(Skandaka) belonging to the first half of the 4th cent. B.C,, the A. has established a firm
basis for the history of the earliest Buddhist literature. At the same time the
development of the biography of the Buddha has been clarified and a Startm%pomt
has been found for a criticism of the origin of Buddhist church history and its historical
value. Lastly, an appendix presents an mterestm% picture of the tradition and structure
of the extant Vinaya works of the different schools and of their Chinese translations.
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