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Alandmark collection of essays on literature and culture from one of America's most
beloved and influential critics. Right up until his death in 2008, John Leonard was a lion
in American letters. A passionate, erudite, and wide-ranging critic, he helped shape the
landscape of modern literature. He reviewed the most celebrated writers of his
age-from Kurt Vonnegut and Joan Didion to Thomas Pynchon and Michael Chabon. He
also contributed many pieces on television, film, politics, and the media that still retain
their freshness. Collected here are Leonard's best writings-many never before
published in book form-on the cultural touchstones of a generation, each piece a
testament to his sharp wit, fierce intelligence, and lasting love of the arts. The volume
also includes remembrances by Leonard's friends, family, and colleagues, including
Gloria Steinem and Victor Navasky.
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"But popular culture is where we go to talk to and agree with one another; to simply
ourselves; to find our herd. It's like going to the Automat to buy an emotion. The thrills
are cheap and the payoffs predictable and, after a while, the repetition is a bum...
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