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For more than three decades, Jeffrey D. Sachs has been at the forefront of international
economic problem solving. But Sachs turns his attention back home in The Price of
Civilization, a book that is essential reading for every American. In a forceful,
impassioned, and personal voice, he offers not only a searing and incisive diagnosis of
our country’s economic ills but also an urgent call for Americans to restore the virtues
of fairness, honesty, and foresight as the foundations of national prosperity.
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As he has done in dozens of countries around the world in the midst of economic
crises, Sachs turns his unique diagnostic skills to what ails the American economy. He
finds that both political parties—and many leading economists—have missed the big
picture, offering shortsighted solutions such as stimulus spending or tax cuts to
address complex economic problems that require deeper solutions. Sachs argues that
we have profoundly underestimated globalization’s long-term effects on our country,
which create deep and largely unmet challenges with regard to jobs, incomes, poverty,
and the environment. America’s single biggest economic failure, Sachs argues, is its
inability to come to grips with the new global economic realities.

Yet Sachs goes deeper than an economic diagnosis. By taking a broad, holistic
approach—looking at domestic politics, geopolitics, social psychology, and the natural
environment as well—Sachs reveals the larger fissures underlying our country’s
current crisis. He shows how Washington has consistently failed to address America’s
economic needs. He describes a political system that has lost its ethical moorings, in
which ever-rising campaign contributions and lobbying outlays overpower the voice of
the citizenry. He also looks at the crisis in our culture, in which an overstimulated and
consumption-driven populace in a ferocious quest for wealth now suffers shortfalls of
social trust, honesty, and compassion. 

Finally, Sachs offers a plan to turn the crisis around. He argues persuasively that the
problem is not America’s abiding values, which remain generous and pragmatic, but
the ease with which political spin and consumerism run circles around those values.
He bids the reader to reclaim the virtues of good citizenship and mindfulness toward
the economy and one another. Most important, he bids each of us to accept the price
of civilization, so that together we can restore America to its great promise. 

The Price of Civilization is a masterly road map for prosperity, founded on America’s
deepest values and on a rigorous understanding of the twenty-first-century world
economy.

作者介绍: 

杰弗里•萨克斯，“休克疗法”之父，著名全球发展问题专家。29岁时成为哈佛大学经
济学终身教授。现任哥伦比亚大学地球研究所所长、联合国秘书长首席经济顾问。《时
代》周刊称他“可能是世界上最重要的经济学家”。

出版有《贫穷的终结：我们时代的经济可能》、《共同财富：可持续发展将如何改变人
类命运》、《文明的代价》等重要著作，均为《纽约时报》畅销书。
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评论

Despite his impeccable analysis and diagnosis, the author did not offer us anything
new or non-intuitive. Instead he advocates in line with what President Obama's
proposed: build infrastructure, give money to public employees, tax the rich. If you are
a Keynesian or a big fan of government playing more roles in economy, you may find
comfort in it.

-----------------------------
Similar to Thomas Friedman's "That Used to Be Us".

-----------------------------
Too idealistic

-----------------------------
Media have developed our over-consumption behaviors. On the other hand, parties
always use the media for propaganda and political campaigns to achieve their political
purpose. 我居然会看这种书= =
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书评

The style and timing of the book is quite similar to Thomas Friedman's That Used to be
Us. Essentially, the author tries to convince readers that the economics in the US has
deeply be distorted by the polarized politics, and the American political system ne...  
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