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Published in its entirety for the first time, "The Sea is My Brother" is Jack Kerouac's first
novel. Described by Kerouac as being about 'man's simple revolt from society as it is,
with the inequalities, frustration, and self-inflicted agonies', the 158-page handwritten
manuscript was not published during his lifetime. He wrote in his notes for the project
that the characters were 'the vanishing American, the big free by, the American Indian,
the last of the pioneers, the last of the hoboes'. This novel follows the fortunes of
Wesley Martin, a man who Kerouac said 'loved the sea with a strange, lonely love; the
sea is his brother and sentences. He goes down.' Kerouac began this work not long
after his first tour as a Merchant Marine on the S.S. Dorchester in the late summer of
1942 during which he kept a journal detailing the gritty daily routine of life at sea.
Inspired by the trip, which exemplified Kerouac's love for adventure and the character
traits of his fellow shipmates, the journals were spontaneous sketches of those
experiences that were woven into a short novel soon after disembarking from the S.S.
Dorchester in October of 1942. This edition also contains a number of other fragments
of Kerouac's early writing and letters between Kerouac and Sebastian Sampas all from
the early 1940s, as well as many images.

作者介绍: 

杰克•凯鲁亚克（Jack Kerouac，1922-1969）

美国当代重要作家，其生活方式几乎成为一代人的理想，他的文学主张及风格，对二十
世纪六七十年代以降美国主流文化观产生重要影响。凯鲁亚克出生于马萨诸塞州洛厄尔
，父母为法裔美国人，他是家中幼子，以橄榄球奖学金入纽约哥伦比亚大学，结识艾伦
•金斯伯格、威廉•巴勒斯和卢西恩•卡尔等“垮掉的一代”的重要人物。

凯鲁亚克大学二年级退学从事文学创作，1950年，第一部小说《镇与城》出版。1957
年《在路上》问世后，他成为“垮掉的一代”代言人，跻身二十世纪最有争议的著名作
家行列。
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书评

“一个年轻人嘴里叼着香烟，手插在裤兜里，从城北百老汇一家酒店的大厅沿着石阶走
出来，转向河滨大道的方向，拖着奇怪而又缓慢地步子，悠闲地走着。”
小说的开头很凯鲁亚克，凯鲁亚克何许人也？凯鲁亚克，全名杰克•凯鲁亚克（1922-1
969），美国作家，被誉为西方“垮掉的一...  
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