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An engaging introduction and discussion of a key philosophical topic

Incorporates examples from philosophy, physics, and cognitive science

Looks at the cultural influence of the idea of 'reality' and its modern-day resonance

Part of the best-selling Very Short Introductions series - over three million copies sold
worldwide

'What is real?' has been one of the key questions of philosophy since its beginning in
antiquity. It is a question that, due to such films as The Matrix, has also made its way
into popular culture. But it is not just a question philosophers ask. It is also asked by
scientists when they investigate whether the fundamental constituents of matter are
actually 'out there' or just a mere abstraction from a successful theory. Cognitive
scientists ask it when trying to find out which set of the bewildering array of data
processed by our brain could constitute the basis for such supposedly fundamental
entities like the free agent or the self.

This Very Short Introduction discusses what reality is by looking at a variety of
arguments, theories and thought-experiments from philosophy, physics, and cognitive
science.

Readership: General readers interested in the fundamental philosophical questions
and students of beginner-level or undergraduate philosophy.
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英语
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Oxford

评论

怀疑主义脑洞锦集？——梦和现实的区别在哪里？物质是真实的么？自我是真实的么？
时间是真实的么？把这些问题撸一遍整个人都不太好了呢。不过毕竟是引导类书籍，问
题深入不进去连入门级别都算不上。【关键词：Benjamin Libet、Daniel Wegner】
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书评

还是值得一读的吧，但是对很多地方有不满。
第一，仅在书的最后一页说了一下existence和reality的差别。当然应该是有差别的不说
读者自己想想也就能意识到。可是实际上他的讨论方式使读者看书的时候很容易忘掉，
感觉好像在讨论existence。特别是在一些章节作者确实是在讨论exis...  
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