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'Genius. .. bringing ardent intelligence to bear upon poetry, politics and
autobiography' Seamus Heaney

Essayist and poet Joseph Brodsky was one of the most penetrating voices of the
twentieth century. This prize-winning collection of his diverse essays includes uniquely
powerful appreciations of great writers: on Dostoevsky and the develoFment of
Russian prose, on Auden and Akhmatova, Cavafy, Montale and Mandelstam. These are
contrasted with his reflections on larger themes of tyranny and evil, and subtle
evocations of his childhood in Leningrad. Brodsky's insightful appreciation of the
intricacies of language, culture and identity connect these works, revealing his
remarkable gifts as a prose writer.

'%parkles with intellect, and combines the precision of scholarship with the passion of
the poet’

The Times

Winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature

BB

Joseph Brodsky (1940-96) came to the United States in 1972, an involuntary exile from
the Soviet Union. He received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1987 and served as Poet
L aureate of the United States in 1991 and 1992.
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"A certain advantage of totalitarianism is that it suggests to an individual a kind of
vertical hierarchy of his own, with consciousness at the top. So we oversee what's
going on inside ourselves. And then we punish ourselves. When we realise that this
punishment isn't commensurate with the swine inside, we resort to alcohol and drink
our wits out”

“ Life never looked to me like a set of clearly marked transitions; rather, it

snowballs,
and the more it does, the more one place (or one time) looks like another. *

If you dare looking back, staring at the devil, down the cliff.
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