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In this richly diverse collection of essays, Joseph Brodsky casts a reflective eye on his
experiences of early life in Russia and exile in America. With dazzlm% erudition, he
explores subjects as varied as the dynamic of poetry, the nature of history and the

plight of the ermgre writer. There is also the humorous tale of a disastrous trip to Brazil,
adwce to students, a homage to Marcus Aurelius and studies of Robert Frost, Thomas
Hardy, Horace and others. The second volume of essays following "Less Than One",
this Collectlon includes Brodsky's 1987 Nobel Lecture, 'Uncommon Visage'.
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Judging from his style, no wonder the Russians hated him so much . .. | suEpose none
of the students of class 1989 of Dartmouth would like him very much after hearing his
commencement address." (ﬂvenyournunwberyOU\NOLHdnteﬂlbearUsEs Itis quite
harsh for a group of young people of 22, isn't it?
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In praise of boredom. ‘Remember me,”  whispers the dust. “The best way out is
always through.”
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Some essays are pretty hard to read for foreigners. The rest are just heartbreakingly
profound.
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