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The Mongols carved out the largest land-based empire in world history, stretching from
Korea to Russia in the north and from China to Syria in the south in the thirteenth
century. Along with their leader Chinggis Khan they conjure up images of plunder and
total destruction. Chinggis and his descendants introduced a level of violence that had
perhaps never been seen in world history. Although this book does not ignore the
devastation and killings wrought by the Mongols, it also reveals their contributions.
Within two generations, they developed from conquerors and predators seeking booty
to rulers who devised policies to foster the economies of the lands they had
subjugated. Adopting political and economic institutions familiar to the conquered
populations and recruiting native officials, they won over many of their non-Mongol
subjects. Mongol nobles were ardent patrons of art and culture. They supported and
influenced the production of Chinese porcelains and textiles, Iranian tiles and
illustrated manuscripts, and Russian metalwork. Their most significant contribution
was to foster the greatest contacts among diverse civilizations in world history. The
Mongol peace they imposed on much of Asia and their promotion of trade resulted in
considerable travel and relations among numerous merchants, scientists, artists,
missionaries, and entertainers of different ethnic groups. It is no accident that
Europeans, including Marco Polo, first reached China in this period. Eurasian and
perhaps global history starts with the Mongol empire. Rossabi follows the Mongol
empire through to collapse due to internal disunity. Struggles for succession and
ill-planned and expensive military campaigns ultimately tore apart one of the most
influential empires in world history.
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对于我这这种四大汗国都稀里糊涂的读者来说是挺好的入门。

-----------------------------
本来是找mongodb，不小心就翻开了这本书。还行吧，以蒙古为中心讲解成吉思汗建
立的蒙古国的历史。

-----------------------------
Professor
Rossabi作为仅存的一位知名蒙古研究学者太不容易了，其他两位早就死翘翘了，老爷
子还挺着呢。太强了，甚至还说服了American
Association去蒙古研究历史。作为一个游牧民族，仅存的文献实在太少了，蒙古学者，
不仅要懂天文地理，看鱼虫花鸟，还要会十几种dying
language，除此之外，还要从仅存不多的secondary
sources中解读出当时写书人的政治立场和偏见。希望越来越多的人类学样本come
out，好让蒙古帝国和成吉思汗的神话的历史证据更有说服力吧
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