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Sir George Tomkyns Chesney (1830-1895) was British Army general and brother of
Colonel Charles Cornwallis Chesney. Educated at Blundell's School, Tiverton, and at
Addiscombe, he entered the Bengal Engineers as second lieutenant in 1848. He was
employed for some years in the public works department and, on the outbreak of the
Indian rebellion of 1857, joined the Ambala column, was field engineer at the battle of
Badli-ke-serai, brigade-major of engineers throughout the siege of Delhi, and was
severely wounded in the assault (he received a medal and clasp and a brevet majority).
In 1860, he was appointed head of a new department in connection with the public
works accounts. His book Indian Polity (1868), dealing with the administration of the
several departments of the Indian government, attracted wide attention and remains a
permanent textbook. In 1871, he contributed to Blackwoods Magazine a highly
influential short story called The Battle of Dorking: Reminiscences of a Volunteer, a
vivid account of a supposed invasion of England by the Germans after their victory over
France.
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