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Yevgeny Vakhtangov was a pioneering theatre artist who married Stanislavski's
demands for inner truth with a singular imaginative vision. Directly and indirectly, he is
responsible for the making of our contemporary theatre: that is Andrei Malaev-Babel's
argument in this, the first English-language monograph to consider Vakhtangov's life
and work as actor and director, teacher and theoretician. Ranging from Moscow to
Israel, from Fantastic Realism to Vakhtangov's futuristic projection, the theatre of the
'Eternal Mask, Yev%eny Vakhtangov: A Critical Portrait: considers his input as one of the
original teachers of Stanislavsky's system, and the complex relationship shared by the
two men; reflects on his directorship of the First Studio of the Moscow Art Theatre and
the Habima (which was later to become Israel's National Theatre) as well as the
Vakhtangov Studio, the institution he established; examines in detail his three final
directorial masterpieces, Erick XIV, The Dybbuk and Princess Turandot. Lavishly
illustrated and elegantly conceived, Yevgeny Vakhtangov represents the ideal
companion to Malaev-Babel's Vakhtangov Sourcebook (2011). Together, these
important critical interventions reveal Vakhtangov's true stature as one of the most
significant representatives of the Russian theatrical avant-garde.

BB

Andrei Malaev-Babel is an actor, director and scholar, a graduate of the Vakhtangov
Theatre Institute in Moscow. He serves as an Associate Professor of Theatre at the
FSU/Asolo Conservatory for Actor Training, and on the board of the Michael Chekhov
Association. He is the editor of The Vakhtangov Sourcebook.

H%: Machine generated contents note: pt. | Vakhtangov's theatrical youth
1. city of Vladikavkaz: fathers and sons

2. Freedom and nature

3. Vakhtangov's early theatrical influences: the Brothers Adelgeim
4. To Moscow! To Moscow!

5. Vakhtangov before the MAT

6. Vakhtangov at the Adashev Theatre School

7. Vakhtangov's trips abroad

pt. Il Vakhtangov at the Moscow Art Theatre

8. First meeting with Stamslavsk%/

9. Gordon Craig and Hamlet at the MAT

10. Novgorod-Seversky enterprise; the art of the provocation

11. formation of the First Studio of the Moscow Art Theatre

12. Hauptmann's The Festival of Peace

13. Life as creative play: the cultivation of a new man-actor

14. Tackleton: The Cricket on the Hearth

15. Deluge

16. end of Leopold Sulerzhitsky: Vakhtangov as the new leader of the First Studio
17. Ibsen's Rosmersholm

pt. Il Vakhtangov Studio

18. In the beginning, 1913-1915

19. Vakhtangov Studio crisis, 1916-1919

20. Vakhtangov Studio revival, 1919-1922

pt. IV \/akhtan%ov Studio productions

21. Maeterlinck's' The Miracle of Saint Anthony circa 1921

22. Chekhov's The Wedding



pt.V Three final masterpieces

23. Erik XIV

24. Dybbuk as the Theatre of Archetypal Gesture: inventing Hebrew Theatre
25. Princess Turandot the thresholgofcreanwty or the making of a new man.
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